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Diary of staying at Photon Factory

Thai Synchrotron  Phakkhananan Pakawanit

Hello everyone, my name is
Phakkhananan Pakawanit from Thai
Synchrotron. I had the opportunity to
join as a short-term invited fellow of
the High Energy Accelerator Research
Organization (KEK) in December 2023.
I had so much fun; every morning, I
would ride a bike to work, and at noon,
1 would go back to the apartment for lunch and then ride back to
work again. I didn’ t have to worry about my safety; I enjoyed
the view and fresh air. Besides the cold weather that we don't
have in Thailand, the sense of colored leaves on the way to the
photon factory is so beautiful.

I learned many things from Asist. Prof. Dr. Shohei
Yamashita, from the beginning to the advancement of the
scanning transmission X-ray microscopy (STXM) technique.
He worked hard, and at the same time, he told me to balance
life with sports. During my visit, I met the STXM users, for
example, Prof. Dr. Hikaru Yabuta from the Department of Earth
and Planetary System Science, Hiroshima University. Besides
working at STXM beamline about cosmochemistry, she could
speak Thai words and showed me the Indian food around KEK.
Asist. Prof. Dr. Yohei Nakanishi from the Institute for Chemical
Research Polymer Materials Science, Kyoto University, taught
me about his polymer. Sometimes, he came to STXM beamline
with the industrial users. Prof. Dr. Yoshio Takahashi is from
the Department of Earth and Environmental Science at the
University of Tokyo; he told me about a good place where I
could see Mount Fuji at KEK. I remember I asked him where
his hotel was, he pointed at the couch at beamline 19. Everyone
works hard but still has a big smile during the beamtime.

Asist. Prof. Dr. Shohei also told me to enjoy my weekend

Fig. 1 Beamline work at BL-19A/B.
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Fig. 2 I visited many places and enjoyed Japanese food.

in Japan. So why not? I will not inform you how many places I
went there, see all the pictures!

I would like to say thanks to everyone and to this program. I
appreciate everything and hope when we are planning to build

the STXM beamline I can go back and visit everyone again.

Fig. 3 During the KEK experience, I also met up with old and new Thai
friends who worked at Tsukuba University, National Institute for
Materials Science and National Institute of Advanced Industrial
Science and Technology.
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