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“Gaimen-kirikae” How to Exchange your foreign driver’s

The driver's license of applicant must be valid. 18 years old or older

2. | You must have stayed in the country or region where you obtained the license for a total of three

months or more since you got it.

You have a legal status of residence (Your VISA is valid).

Ordinary motor vehicle license/motorcycle license:

0.7 or better (both eyes) and 0.3 or better (each eye); or If the vision of one eye is under 0.3 or
one eye has no vision, the visual field of the other eye must be 150 continuous degrees or more
along the horizontal meridian and its vision 0.7 or better.

5. | If you obtained a Japanese license in the past received a penalty such as its revocation(excluding
the novice-driver revocation), you cannot take an exam unless you have taken lessons for those
who had their license revoked within one year prior to the exam and the disqualification period
has already elapsed.

6. | Your address must be in Ibaraki. ]

Preparation before going to Mito Driver's licenses Center

1 | You confirm that driver's license of your country can be changed to Japanese Driver’s License at
Mito Driver's License Centre by phone.(88029-293-8811) (Correspondence is only Japanese)

2 | You ask to make an official translation to Japanese of your driver license to JAF (Japan
Automobile Federation) or an Embassy. We recommend JAF. <Attached paper 1>

3 | We recommend that you have training for preparation of skill test of Mito Driver’s License Centre

at the Tsukuba Driving School. The Tsukuba Driving School needs reservation by phone.
(B029-857-5030) (Correspondence is only Japanese) <Attached paper 2>
Tsukuba driving school can prepare documents to be submitted to Mito Driver’s License Centre

Necessary articles
1

A valid foreign driver’s license

A Japanese translation of your foreign driver’s license (prepared by the embassy of your

country or the Japan Automobile Federation (JAF)- to be submitted.

*If your foreign driver’s license does not mention the date you obtained it for the first time,
they will require a document such as your driver’s record that shows the said date.

Japanese driver’s license(s) including old ones. (If you have)

An official copy of your “Jumin-hyo” (Residence record) showing your registered
domicile(nationality) — to be submitted.

Passport(s) including old ones if any.
(A document showing you stayed in the country or region where you obtained the license for
a total of three months or more.)

2 Photographs (3cm high x 2.4cm wide)

Residence Card

Application (There is the application form at the 12 counter) <How to fill in it : Attached paper 3>
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At Mito Driver's licenses Center

m Where to Apply it: Mito Driver’s License Center
3783-3 Nagaoka, Ibaraki-machi, Higashilbaraki-gun Tel:029-293-8811
m Desk open hours : 9:00am -10:00am, Monday - Friday
Because there are many applicants. we recommend that you arrive there before 9:00 am.
*Interview and driving skill tests are in Japanese. So, they recommend that you come there with
person who can understand Japanese. However, you can take a knowledge test in English.

= Fees
Application fee: Ordinary motor vehicle license 2,200 yen e
Driver’s license issue: 2,050 yen e — q
e S

General “Gaimen Kirikae “procedure at the Mito Driver's License Center

*%2The 25 countries and one region mentioned are exempt from the examination of knowledge and
practical driving skills.;
Iceland, Ireland, U.K., Italy, Austria, Australia, Netherlands, Canada, Korea, Greece, Spain,
Switzerland, Sweden, Czech, Denmark, Germany, Norway, New Zealand, Finland, France,

Belgium, Portugal, Monaco.

1 | If you hold one valid driver's license of the 25 countries and one region (32 ).

@® | Submission of application documents
@ | Aptitude test (Eye test etc.)

@ | Interview : They ask you how did you get your foreign driver's license etc. in Japanese

(about 5-10minutes)

®

Issue of the Japanese driver's license.

N
=

you do NOT hold one valid driver's license of 25 countries(32)

Submission of application documents

Aptitude test (Eye test etc.)

© O e

Interview

They ask you how did you get your foreign driver's license, etc. in Japanese (about 5-10minutes)

@ | Witten test about the traffic rule in Japan.

® | Driving test (Drive at a course in the Center)

® | Issue of the Japanese driver's license.

% You need to make an appointment to
take an exam for your practical driving
skills from second exam.

< Driving skills test course E#nstER1— 2>

*Photo is not Mito driver’s license center
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JAF <&ft Attached paper1 >

How to Apply to JAF for Japanese translation of your license

Documents required
1) Application form for Japanese Translation of foreign driver license. The form can downloaded from the

JAF web site at http://www.jaf.or.jp/inter/translation/index_e.htm

2) Adriver’s license (original. In principle). Your license will be returned as soon as JAF copy it.

Photocopies are acceptable if you are not able to send the original license. In that case, please prepare
clear photocopies of the front and back of the license, preferably in color, enough to allow the
inscriptions on the license to be read clearly.

3) A photocopy of a Residence card. This is required only for the license written in Arabic or Russian, or

for the license issued in certain countries, including the Republic of Korea, the Kingdom of Thailand,
and the Union of Myanmar.

4) lIssuance fee 3000yen per license and Return postage money 392yen.

Send the required documents to JAF Ibaraki Office or Tokyo Office.
Sent 1) — 4) by registered postal cash mail GREZE8) to JAF.
You can get an envelope of a registered postal cash mail GREZEE) at KEK Grocery store.

Address : JAF Ibaraki Office : TEL 029-244-2660/ T310-0851 2475-7 Senba-cho Mito
JAF Tokyo Office : TEL 03-6833-9000/ T105-0014 2-2-17 Shiba Minato-ku Tokyo

In principle, the Japanese Translation will be issued in one working day. It takes approximately two to three

weeks to obtain translations for the driver’s license listed in 3) of “Documents required”.

1) WEEM : 1. SNEEGERIFEIEREITHAS
BREEE(L. JAF OR—LAR=INBFI>0-RTEET,
http://www.jaf.or.jp/inter/translation/index.htm
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JAF RSz B : TEL 029-244-2660 / T310-0851 /KFEmiFiKH] 2475-7
JAF BAERARER-BRRSZEP : TEL 03-6833-9000 / T105-0014 EXZ 2-2-17
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