
益子焼 （益子）
Mashiko-Yaki (Traditional Handicrafts) in Mashiko

Mashiko is located in the southeastern part of Tochigi, and belongs to the 
Prefectural Nature Park which is situated in the northernmost part of the Kanto Plain. 
The town is known as a production center of pottery in Japan and also in the world.

In the middle of the 19th century, Keizaburo Otsuka found 
potterʻs clay at Ohtsu-sawa and built a kiln to bake it, which 
was the origin of Mashiko ceramics. Later at the beginning of 
the 20th century, a ceramist, Shoji Hamada, built a kiln in 
Mashiko. Since then the number of potters there has been 
increasing, and it now amounts to more than 380. Ceramics 
fairs are held every spring and autumn, and about 300,000 
visitors in spring and 170,000 visitors in autumn attend.

益⼦焼は、いわゆる御家焼のひとつであり、1852年⼤塚啓三郎によって始められた。笠間の久野窯で
修⾏し、益⼦の⼟を⽤いて瀬⼾物を焼こうとした⼤塚啓三郎に、藩主⼤関増昭は、益⼦陣屋の裏⼭のふ
もと、根古屋に⼟地を与えた。⽣産量は着実に増し、
1855年御⽤窯となった。作られたのは主に台所⽤
の雑器であり、⻤怒川の⽔運を利⽤して江⼾で販売
された。

益⼦迄のアクセス Access to Mashiko:

By Train : 
ＴＸつくば駅 Tsukuba Station 

13min. ↓ つくばエクスプレス Tsukuba Express 520yen 
守⾕駅 Moriya Station 

65min. ↓ 関東鉄道常総線 Kanto-tetsudo Joso Line  1,280yen 
下館駅 Shimodate Station 

65min. ↓       真岡鐵道 Mo-oka Railway 760yen  
益⼦駅 Mashiko Station 

By Car :  Located about 41km north of KEK. 
Driving time will be around 90minutes. 

Driving a car from KEK, toward the north in the 408 line to "Tanaka" intersection , 
turn right  in the 125 line  then turn left  at “Uchimachi-shita” intersection  in the 14 
line , The road number is changed from the 14 line to the 41 line at Ue- Ohshima).  
Arrives at Mashiko when  you drive along  the road . 

⾞利⽤：北に約41ｋｍ、所要時間は約90分

KEKから408号線を北に⾛り、「⽥中」交差点を右折、次に「内町下」交差点を左折して14号線・41号
線(上⼤島で41号線に変わります）を北に進みます。後は道なりに⾛っていくと益⼦に着きます。
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FUWARI Pottery-Making Classes 
⼯房⾵和⾥

Open Pottery Class in English
Let's try to make your original pots !
http://kobofuwari.web.fc2.com/class_e.htm
tel 0285-72-5266
陶芸教室はビギナーか
ら経験者までアットホー
ムな雰囲気の中、作家
の直接指導で製作を楽
しめます。
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